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Boyce, Burke. The Perilous Night. Viking Press, February 9, 1942. 
560p. $2.75 


The Perilous Night is a first novel of the American Revolution in 

wiich the methods of historical romance and the sense of reality are 
| nermoniously blended. The author has utilized to good advantage his 
f knowledge of the lore and topography of the Hudson Highlands of New 
York where the scene of the story is set. 


In very general terms this is a story of the clash of sympathies and 
convictions wnich the war created in the hearts of the wealthy farmers 
and which aligned them behind the forces of the two contending fac- 

tions-patriots and royalists. More specifically it tells how the struw- 
gle for freedom changed the lives of Asa Howell and his family of four 
children. While men fought on the fields in battles that history has 
made famous, these people faced private battles in their own lives 
which grew out of new realities and which had to be fought and won as 
urgently as well as the cause of the petriots. 


Faith in the cause for which the patriots were fighting meant but one 
thing to Asa Howell-to work, to struggle and to mske sacrifices at 
whatever cost, without flinching, without complaining. Of his four 
children, the war cost him three. The same fill of patriotism, which 
was his, Asa saw take his eldest son, Giles, who made the supreme sac- 
rifice with his life. Unlike these two, the younger son, Martin, finds 
in the war the lure of adventure and wealth greater than glory on the 
battlefield. Unscrupulous and self-seeking he takes what he wants ever. 
to the extent of winning for his wife the girl who had been betrothed 
to Giles. The end of the war finds Martin and Hannah setting out for 
distant frontiers, to become pioneers, the back-bone that has given 
this nation such strength and solidity. Despite ell his faults the 
characterization of Martin cannot but stir up some syrnpathy in the 
reader for this younger of the Howell sons. 


Of the two daughters, Eve, the older, is quiet and shy, possessed of 
creat feeling and love. But that love, for a man years: older than her- 
self, and of views opposed to those of her father, is strong enough to 
take her away te England as the wife of wealthy Mr. Delameter, 


The youngest of the children and the one of whom Asa is not deprived 

by the war, is Tempy Ann, young, impetuous, defiant-not too unlike 
that famous southern heroine of the Civil War. When her lover, Richard 
Wolven, is killed during a night raid, she casts all hopes to the wind, 
condemns men end wars, threatening to let life do with her what it will 
fnd it does-in the person of Phillipe de Prieux, a young French lieu- 
tenant, whom her brother Martin has brought home to stay with them. 

The rest is exactly what you imagine. They fall in love, have secret 
clandestine meetings in her room; Phillipe goes to the war in the 
south with Tempv Ann hating and hoping never to see him again. Their 
child born, Phillipe returns unexpectedly, they are married and con- 
tinue to live at the Howell homestead with Tempy Ann's father. 


From the beginning there is a feeling that this novel is going to be 
different from other historical novels. Without a doubt the author 

had within his grasp all the instruments to fashion a new and out- 

standing book, but the story seens to have become too great for him. 
There is a steady tendency to overslaborate and overdramatize which, 
to this reader at least, gave the impression that the writer forgot 
his reader and let his mind wander through the Hollywood sound stages. 


The style is very interesting and the story abounds with powerful de- 
scriptive passages. But it loses value tremendously through its length 
and ordinary development and theme. In addition to that, judging from 
the language and conversation of the characters, the builders of our 
nation seem to have been possessed by an almost abnormel interest in 
"bedding" and extra-mariteal mating. The frequent use of the Sacred 
Name and coarse words adds nothing to the interest of the story. 
Furthermore, the one scene between Tempy Ann and Phillipe (pp.468-50) 
and the entire reaction of the characters to Tempy's unwed motherhood 
is typical of our modern paganism. 


All in all the book is certainly not to be recommended to adolescents. 
The mature reader might without harm find some historical value in 


its pages, 


READERS CLUB-AUGUST 


Bolitho, William. Twelve Against the Gods. Press of the Readers Club, 
1941. 356p. $1.50. Readers Club selections are $1.50 per single 
copy; $12.0C per year for twelve books, by subscription, 


The theme and the majority of the characters are familiar, the story 
of adventure and the often chosen personifications of the spirit of 
adventure: Alexander the Great, Casanova, Columbus, Mahomet, Napoleon 
I, Charles XII of Sweden, Napoleon III, and Catiline. One may seek for 
justification of the inclusion of others less familiar: Lola Montez, 
“Csgliostro (and Seraphina), Isadora Duncan, Finally one not often fouwd 


in the same company, Woodrow Wilson. 


-The author feels that the adventurer is an anti-social individual, the 
manifestation of this attitude in one way or another classifying him 


as a particular type. If one may point to anything common to all, it | 
is the author's conception of each one born to be a victim of chance 
which carries him to the heights and having done so fails him there 
in the most important period of his life. 


Well written, with historical fact and the author's viewpoint inter- 
mingled, we may wonder at such statements as: "There is religion, of 
course, and music and gambling:these are the major euphorias"” (p.181) 
and "The secrets of the Carbonari to this day are no more accessible 
than those of the Society of Jesus". 


Recommended for adult reader who is interested in the ancient theme 
of adventure and adventurers and can evaluate such ancient slurs on 


religion. 


READERS CLUB-JANUARY SELECTION 


Hibben, Paxton. Henry Ward Beecher. The Press of the Readers Club, 
January, 1942. 361p. $1.50.Readers Club Selections are $1.50 per 
single copy; $12.00 per year for twelve books, by subscription. 


Henry Ward Beecher was born in Litchfield, Connecticut, June 24, 1913. 
Fis father, Lyman Beecher was a heli-fire preacher who devoted his 
oratorical ability to reform and to criticism of the Catholic Church. 
Henry Ward was reared in a stern Puritan environment. He studied at 
Amherst, became a preacher, married and in 1839 was called to a churca 
in Indianapolis. From the mid-west he came to Brooklyn to take charge 
of a new church called Plymouth Church. 


Mr. Hibben in his biography of this man of the cloth at times becomes 
quite cynical. Henry Ward Beecher to the author is presented as a re- 
ligious Barnum who appeared on the American stage and did not care to 
leave. Mixing religion and politics Beecher fought for ‘God and Grant' 
He supported Conkling, Garfield and Arthur. It was not until James G. 
Blaine ran for president on the Republican ticket that Beecher crossed 
the line to support Stephen Grover Cleveland in the campaign of 1884. 


Beecher was for many years one of the most pvopular and expensive after- 
dinner speakers in America. He was an editor, editing the Independent 
and founding the Christian Union. Interested in gardening, art, drama, 
and costly stones, Beecher played the role of custodian of public 


morality. 


In 1874 Beecher was charged by Theodore Tilton of having criminal 
intercourse with Mrs. Tilton. Beecher was sued for $100,000 and after 
six months was acquitted. The long trial affected Beecher's standing 
and he tried to win back the public by impassioned oratory. It was 
disheartening to have the name of the leader preacher of the time 
bandied about and used as the teste of ribald jests. Shortly after th- 
election of Cleveland Beecher passed away in March 1887. 


On the whole Mr, Hibben's biography is well written and shows the re- 
Sult of voluminous research, yet the book is packed with unnecessary 
paragraphs and in this reviewer's mind, could have been shortened con- 
Siderably. Recommended for adults. 


XUM 


Buck, Pearl S. Dragon Seed. The John Day Co., Jan. 22, 1942. 378p. 
¢2. 50 


In this novel of war-time China the famous Nobel Prize winnine author 
of The Good Zarth, in spite of the pagan Chinese background of ban- 
ditry, Lice and concubinage, succeeds in weaving a wholesome story, 
where Lin Yutang in A Leaf In the Storm but managed to glorify concu- 
binage. Mrs. Buck succeeds because sne reflects Chinese life through 
the eyes of wives and mothers-and in the eyes of a wife and mother 
adulterers are scoundrels whether in Christian New.York or pagan Loo- 
chow. Nevertheless since China is a land of concubinage (p.63) and 
lice (p.335), the incidents and the words are often strong. 


The story begins when farmer Ling Tan and his family see the first 
flying ships of the East-Ocean "dwarfs". When the Japanese capture the 
nearest city the second son and his wife, Jade, flee west into the 
mountains. Ling Tan receives refuge for the other women folks in a 
‘Christian mission, When the Japanese find no women in his house they 
outrage the very handsome youngest son, Lao San (p. 105), who then be- 
comes a ferocious guerilla chieftan. Orchid, the eldest son's wife, 
leaving the mission for a walk, is abused till death by Japanese sol- 
diers and her husband then also joins the "hillmen". Ling Tan then 
brings his wife home and constructs a secret underground room. This 
becomes a gun storage room for the "hillmen". By letter he persuades 
the second son and his wife, Jade, to return with their young son. 


In the meanwhile the son-in-law, Wu Lien, has compromised with the in- 
vaders and accepted a puppet position, but he nevertheless shields 
Ling Tan's guerilla activities from his master. By access to him, Jade, 
the second son's wife who alone in the family can read and is the her- 
Oine, succeeds in poisoning a group of Japanese officials at a dinner. 
Guerilla killing is making the sons more and more ferocious, especially 
the outraged youngest one. The parents’ only hope of humanizing him is 
to get him a wife. They commission the youngest daughter, sixteen, to 
find a suitable one. She selects a goddess-like Chinese girl, Mayli, 
reared in America. The story ends at their betrothal and the birth of 
twin sons to Jade, the dragon seed by which the land will be held no 


matter who the temporary invaders, 


Though some of the incidents are obviously raw, Mrs, Buck, except for 
her frequent use of the word belly, always uses the least offensive 
words possible to describe them. . 


The chief suggestions throughout are that a man must be faithful to 
his one wife: and that a woman must be a chaste girl and a willing wife 


and mother, 


The picture of the Japanese invaders is not, I think, drawn hatefully 
or untruthfully harsh. But as in nearly all books nowadays the ethics 
of warfare is completely distorted, The author forgets that the. 
scorched earth policy when applied to civilian homes and food is un- 
ethical. But worse than that she represents civilian sniping end even 
the food-poisoning of an establishéd foreign army regime as noble, For 
an army to shoot an invader is war, But for me, a civilian, to stab in 
the back a foreign soldier doing guard duty is murder-whether in China, 
in Frence, or in the Philippines, In that respect Mrs, Buck's novel is 
unethical. Yet since American readers are not, we hope, ever likely to 
be tempted into stabbing a foreign guard we don't condemn the book 


187. 


beeause of this weakness, In the moral issues which do prevent temp- 
tations the novel is sounds We therefore recommend it for adults. But 
because the themes are rather raw and earthy, we do not recommend it 
to those of high school age. 


du Maurier, Daphne. Frenchman's Creek. Doubleday, Doran & Co., 
Feb. 2, 1942, 310p. 


In Frenchman's Creek Daphne du Maurier takes us back to the river 
Helford on the lonely coast of Cornwall sometime during the reign of 
the second Charles Stuart, he of the dissolute court, and there she 
brews for us a dose, pleasantly compounded, of idvllic adultery and 
whimsical piracy, yet wholly unpalatable in spite of the fluent ease 
of style and the beauty of diction so characteristic of her work, 


Bored with the aimlessness of court life the beautiful, madcap Lady 
Dona St. Columb, after a particularly obnoxious escapade, suddenly 
tires of her husband and his friends and on the spur of the moment 
flits with her two young children to Navron House, the long unused 
family manor in Cornwall where she can revel in the freedom of field 
and wood and shore, of sun and wind and rain perchance to recapture 
the "joie de vivre" so jaded by her London life. In charge of Navron 
she finds William, an unknown steward, who has lived mysteriously 
alone in the manor for the past several years. William is quiet and 
sly, yet trustinsviring withal and Dona makes no effort to discover 
his secret. Instead she revels in all the surrounding natural beauties 
playing the role of bucolic matron with tinges of Diana to perfection. 


From Lord Godolphin, one of her husband's country friends, she learns 
of a French pirate who has been raiding the neighboring shipping quite 
successfully and several days later while walking on her estate dis- 
covers a hidden creek in which the pfrate vessel, La Mouette, is an- 
chored, She is taken before the captain, Jean-Benoit Aubery who is not 
the vile and degraded criminal she expects but rather a virile,, com- 
posed and cultured gentleman. of Brittany who has taken to piracy as 
en escape from the humdrum security of normal existence. In order to 
taste the spicy tang of adventure and danger he has metamorphosed into 
a sea-borne Robin Hood who despoils the rich in favor of the poor and 
spends his spare time in the fascinating pursuit of sketching sea fowl. 
She discovers of course that William is only the faithful retainer who 
has made possible his hidden nest near Navron,. 


Dona is immediately and strongly attracted to the Frenchman and after 
several visits to the ship agrees to accompany him on a raid. Her dis- 
appearance is cloaked by William with the excuse that she is suffering 
from an infectious fever and that he alone is permitted to wait upon 
her in her room. The raid is carried out successfully with Dona taking 
en active part. Sailing back to Navron she admits her love for the 
Frenchman and that love is presumably consummated in the usual manner, 
Returning to Navron Dona finds Harry, her husband, and Rockingham, his 
boon companion, just arrived but successfully hoodwinked by the re- 
sourceful William. 


Rockingham, a dissolute but dangerous rake, who nourishes his own hopes 


‘of Dona's generosity, is immediately suspicious and becomes a main- 
Spring in the attempts to capture the unknown pirate. A rock at low 


Xun J 


tide stoves a hole in the planking of La Mouette and the Frenchman 
cannot escape on Dona'ts warning. As his would-be captors are gathered 
at dinner he appears, disarms and disrobes the men and pleads with 
Dona to escape in his company. She is to make her choice in the morn- 
ing and learn that her lover had been captured and was to hang within 
the week, 


She fins the invaluable William secreted in a nearbv village and they 
evolve a "dime-thriller" plan of escape. It works to perfection and 
Dona spends one last tender night with her Frenchman before he sails 
away into the rising sun. 


The book is exquisitely written with a characteristic du Mauriesque 
first chapter im which the author gives us glimpses of the story from 
the viewpoint of the present. Miss du Maurier's style is limpid and 
refreshingly simple while her use of.words leaves little to be desired. 
One ca definitely say that the book is the work of a skiiled craftsmane 
Unfortunately, however, the veneer of beauty and skill cannot compen- 
sate for the adultery, fornication and piracy that are glorified by 
somewhat more than implication in the story. William has taking ways 
with simple country lasses, Dona and her Frenchman engage in simple 
adultery, while the violence and robbery of piracy can never be justi- 
fied, however noble the end. For those reasons we are forced to con- 
demn unreservedly the book and to say quite definitely that it cannot 
be recommended to any class of reader, 
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